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wick bassist
Tom DiCarlo and sure-footed
drummer Glenn Davis, Vezza sings
with his hands. On a standard like
“I Wished on the Moon,” he finds a
way to reshape the classic theme to
make it sound fresh again, mixing
bits of the written line with his own
tasteful thoughts. Here, DiCarlo
also showecases his fine improvisa-

Nal JARR, £4 MM ST. Maason, (9(5)
822-2899; visit www.shanghai
jaze.com.

“Make It Happen”
Winard Harper
(Piadrum)
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Jersey City drum whiz Harper
delivers an impressive range of jazz
moods with all manner of appeal-
ing percussive babble. His ace
team includes saxophonists Law-
rence Clark, Antonio Hart and
Stacy Dillard, trumpeter Josh
Evans, trombonist Wycliffe Gor-
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tidy solo. Clark’s “Lourana” is a
tender modern item. Good stuff all

around.
—Z.S.

Harper appears Friday and Sat-
urday at Shanghai Jazz, 24 Main St.,
Madison, (973) 822-2899; www.
shanghaijazz.com.

“The Things | Am”’
Reuben Rogers
(Renwick Entertainment)
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Jersey City bassist Reuben Rog-

ers, a native of St. Thomas in the
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written for Redman, is played by a
quartet with the honoree, Gold-
berg, Hutchison, and the leader;
the latter trio spent several years
working with the saxophonist. Red-
man explores the swaying harmony
and rhythm, telling a story; Gold-
berg, on electric piano, does the
same. “The Nearness of You” finds
Rogers plucking the theme ebul-
liently and evocatively, making his
notes ring. For contrast, there’s the
subsequent “Just in Time,” done at
a gallop.

—Z.8.



